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Setting a Sparkling Scene for
By Rachel Carr
or the past century, ambitious newcomers have traveled to Los Angeles
hoping to make it big. Of course, not all of them have succeeded. Associa-
tion groups heading to the area, on the other hand, are almost guaranteed
success in this varied region of Southern California, which runs along the coast
from Malibu to Long Beach, through the San Fernando and San Gabriel Valleys
and then east to the Inland Empire. While the myriad cities and neighborhoods
are as diverse as the millions of residents they’ve attracted over the decades,
their shared characteristics include sophisticated meeting facilities, hospitable
accomunodations and, of course, a year-round welcoming climate.
" DOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES: REVITALIZED ENERGY
Downtown Los Angeles can't seem to stop expand-
ing, Currently dominating the news is a $750 million,
1,000-room hotel complex set to open in 2010 near
“YRe convention center as part of the LA. Live devel-
opment, with new JW Marriott and Ritz-Carlton
e oot inued on page 99)
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Greater Los Angelas

(continued from page 1)

properties. The project is expected to
add to an increasingly revitalized
downtown that includes the four-year-
old Walt Disney Concert Hall, designed
by renowned architect Frank Gehry.
The hall’s 2,265-seat auditorium, when
not hosting performances by the Los
Angeles Philharmonic, can be a
reserved for group events; the venue
also offers multiple meeting rooms for
up to 500 indoors and up to 650 out-
doors. Across from Disney Hall, the
Music Center/Performing Arts Center
of Los Angeles County includes the
3,197-seat Dorothy Chandler Pavilion,
with reception space for up to 1,000 in
its Grand Hall; the 2,071-seat Ahman-
son Theatre; and the 752-seat Mark
Taper Forum (set to begin renovations
this month, and due to reopen next
year). Also nearby, the Cathedral of Our
Lady of the Angels can host up to 1,000
indoors and up to 4,000 in its outdoor
plaza. Scheduled to open this fall is the
7,100-seat Nokia Theater Los Angeles.

Large meeting spaces can be found
at the 20,000-seat Staples Center, which
is home to the NBA’'s Lakers and the
NIiL’s Kings and includes 7 meeting
rooms, and the 870,000-square-foot Los
Angeles Convention Center, which
offers nearly 720,000 square feet of
exhibit space, 147,000 square feet of
meeting space in 64 rooms, a two-story
concourse and on-site parking for more
than 5,600 cars. The Palm Downtown
restaurant features a 13,500-square-foot
event space that can seat up to 400
people as well as private dining rooms,
a screening room and a boardroom for
up to 200. One of downtown’s newest
event venues is Flevate Lounge at the
Takami Sushi & Robata Restaurant,
which can host more than 200.

In the Fashion District, the 13-floor
California Market Center offers more
than 1,000 show rooms, nine on-site
restaurants and a 1,000-seat theater.
Near Chinatown, Dodger Stadium'’s
Stadium Club has catered reception
and banquet space for up to 300.

Just south of downtown, at the Uni-
versity of Southern California, planners
can arrange catered meetings for up to
400 at the renovated Davidson Execu-
tive Conference Center, which includes
eight function rooms. The university’s
Galen Center, which opened in the fall
of 2006, offers 10,258 seats and a 45,000-
square-foot pavilion. In nearby Exposi-
tion Park, the California Science Center

Recently renovated, the Griffith Obsetrva-
tory was undamaged by a recent brush fire.

offers five private event spaces avail-
able after business hours, four exhibit
halls and a conference center for up to
760. Groups can also meet at the Shrine
Auditorium, former home of the Acad-
emy Awards, which includes a 6,300-
seat theater and a 54,000-square-foot
exposition hall.

Downtown L.A. offers more than
8,500 hotels rooms in approximately 40
hotels, with more on the way. Expected
to open next year is Gansevoort/ West,
a 170-room hotel in the former Trinity
Theater building; the historic prop-
erty’s original, 1,800-seat rooftop
amphitheater will be available for per-
formances and group events. In other
expansion news, construction is sched-
uled to begin next year on Park Fifth, a
condominium complex with plans for a
14-story, 218-room hotel overlooking
Pershing Square to open around 2010.

The city’s largest meeting hotel is
the 1,354-room Westin Bonaventure
Hotel & Suites, where a renovation of
guest rooms was completed earlier this
year. The hotel features 110,000 square
feet of meeting space, 28 meeting
rooms and an exposition hall. Other
downtown meeting hotels include the
453-room Omni/Los Angeles at Cali-
fornia Plaz&, with 20,000 square feet of
function space including an 8,520-
square-foot ballroom for up to 947 peo-
ple and a water court for up to 5,000
people; the landmark, 683-room Mil-
lennium Biltmore Hotel, near the Per-
shing Square metro stop, which has

70,000 square feet of meeting space
including the Biltmore Bowl and
Regency Room, each of which can
accommodate up to 900 people; and,
across from the Biltmore, the historic,
180-room Hilton Checkers Los Angeles,
which offers meeting space for up to
100 outdoors and up to 60 indoors.
Also, the 469-room Los Angeles Mar-
riott Downtown has 25,000 square feet
of meeting space including two ball-
rooms, the larger of which can accom-
modate up to 1,000 people.

In the heart of the Financial District,
the 483-room Sheraton/Los Angeles
Downtowit is part of the Macy s Plaza
retail complex and features a 10,000-
square-foot ballroom for up to 2,000.
Macy’s atrium can accommodate recep-
tions of up to 5,000, and nine smaller
meeting rooms provide an additional
18,000 square feet of space. Nearby, the
Los Angeles Athletic Club offers 72
guest rooms and eight meeting rooms
for up to 700. The 207-room Stan-
dard/Downtown L.A. provides meet-
ing space for up to 200 indoors and up
to 240 on its rooftop deck.

Closer to the convention center, the
900-room Wilshire Grand Los Angeles
has more than 50,000 square feet of
meeting space for up to 1,300 people.
The 195-room Holiday Inn/Los Ange-
les City Center offers 3,300 square feet
of meeting space for up to 250, and the
290-room Mayfair Hotel provides meet-
ing space for up to 225 people.

In Little Tokyo, the 434-room New
Otani Hotel & Garden Los Angeles fea-
tures rooftop gardens and has eight
conference rooms for up to 650, and the

74-room Miyako/Los Angeles pro-
vides 1,560 square feet of meeting space.

Hotels with meeting facilities near
downtown include the 240-room Radis-
son/Midtown Los Angeles, with meet-
ing space for up to 800, and the 292-
room Pacific Palms Conference Resort,
east of downtown in Industry Hills, offer-
ing 45,000 square feet of event space. In
Commerce, the 184-room Crowne Plaza
Hotel & Commerce Casino has 20,000
square feet of meeting space including
a 13,600-square-foot ballroom, and the
268-room Commerce Plaza Hotel has
space for up to 500. In Norwalk, the 171-
room Norwalk Marriott offers meeting
space for up to 800. In Compton, the 226-
room Crystal Park Casino Hotel pro-
vides space for up to 760 people.

GREATER HoLLYWOOD:
SHOOTING FOR STARDOM

The stars lining Hollywood Boule-
vard—there are more than 2,300—are
testament to the Hollywood success sto-
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